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Friends of Millhouses Park  
A Better Park for Everyone 

 
A.G.M. 2009 - 10 

 

It has been a busy start to the summer with the completion of projects which we have 
been promoting and fundraising for over the past 5 years.   What a difference they 
have made to the park. It is good to hear so many complimentary comments about 
how good the park has become and how safe our visitors feel.  
 

Splash Waterplay & Fish Pass 
Both the Splash Waterplay and 
the Fish Pass were opened by 
the Lord Mayor and the 
Director of Parks at the end of 
May.  It was fitting that the 
day was accompanied by 
torrential rain, but that did 
little to reduce the 
enthusiasm. The opening was 
followed by a month of hot 

weather and two Bank Holidays, when the equipment, 
design and planting were severely tested by over a thousand people on some days. 

With all the new pieces of equipment there have been 
teething problems, but these are all being addressed. The 
Fish Pass planting got off to a very slow start and the first 
cut of the new grass was at the end of July after seeding in 
May! During the Cliffhanger event FoMP ran an hourly free 
Duck Race down the Fish Pass, which proved to be hugely 
popular and something we will probably repeat again. Once 
these two projects settle down and become established, the 
“soul” of Millhouses Park will have fully returned in the form 
of fantastic water. 

 
Climbing Wall 

The Cliffhanger event has established itself at Millhouses 
Park and we have targeted a climbing boulder/wall climbing 
wall as part of the legacy of holding the event. This year we 
nagged as usual and were rewarded with the installation of a 
brand new, high quality climbing wall. It became an 
immediate attraction and continues to draw all ages of 
children. With the world famous Derbyshire gritstone edges 
on our doorstep, who knows which champion climbers of the 
future will take their first climb on our fabulous new piece of 
kit?  

 
Outdoor Gym & Toddlers’ Cycle Track 

We are really excited that we have completed the first stage of a 
lottery bid to install outdoor gym equipment in Millhouses Park (on 
the site of the old playground next to the skate park). In 
partnership with the council we are now working on stage 2 of our 
bid. Currently we are helping to prepare tender documents and 
drawings for which we have applied for a pre-bid grant of £1k. As 
part of the extensive consultation we have undertaken, over 8 
months, we also are including a toddlers’ cycle roadway alongside 
the gym and Skate Park with some gentle slopes, twists and banks 
included – this should take some pressure off the Skate Park. The 
two areas together will provide popular fitness attractions for young 
and old alike. 
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Sensory Garden 
The new wild flower approach to the Sensory Garden is 

now established and attracting thousands of now rare 
bees, the oak benches are 

installed and look fantastic. 
The entrance rose arch is in 

place and the central rose 
pagoda will be built once 

things have died down this 
Autumn. The new notice board 

finishes off a really nice project. Well worth a visit for a 
moment’s calm and a real tribute to everyone involved in 

this project. 
 

      Skate Park 
Contracts have now been let to provide kickboards round 
the railings to stop board damage, install new Grind Rails, 
carry out repairs to the corners of the main ramp, provide a 
new ramp to access a kerb island and generally tidy up the 
concrete surfaces. We 
are also working on 
the provision of a new, 
free standing, half pipe 
which has been asked 
for by a lot of users 

over many years. 
 

Zip Wire/Cargo Net 
To complete our aim of providing something for everyone we are contemplating a new 
Zip Wire or Cargo Climbing net for the 8 to 13 year olds.  
 
Comments on these or other ideas for the park are always welcome.  
 

Mill Buildings 
The first records of Ecclesall/Millhouses Corn Mill are 
from the 13th century and it is one the oldest remaining 
water mill site in the City; the current buildings date 
back to the 1700’s.  It finished its working life in the 
1940’s, by which time it was steam driven, with more 
modern milling techniques involving steel rollers mills.  
 
The buildings have been unoccupied for a number of 
years and the small building is in danger of falling 
down.  We, in collaboration with Sheffield City Council 
and Carterknowle and Millhouses Community Group, 

have prepared a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for £50,000.  This is to restore the 
structure of the small building in preparation for its re- use as a community centre 
incorporating a committee room, function room, kitchen and toilet.  We are indebted 
to Eastwood & Partners for their survey, David Dean Roofing for his advice on the roof, 
Barlow Group Ltd for project costing and for the partnership working with various 
Sheffield City Council Departments through a stakeholders’ forum chaired by the 
Community Assembly.   
 
For the longer term, we are building a partnership with Millhouses Works Cricket Club 
and Sheffield City Council to bring the whole group of buildings, and its immediate 
archaeological surroundings, back into appropriate use.  We would welcome anyone 
interested in our heritage to contact us, particularly if you think you have a skill that 
could help see this project through to completion. 
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Minutes of 2008/9 A.G.M. 
 

Chaired by John Brighton, Secretary in the absence of Chairman Mike Kidder 
 Welcome and Apologies 

 Minutes from last annual general meeting: items raised in minutes were addressed, 

comments invited and minutes were passed. 

 Annabel Johnston, recycling officer of Veolia, presented the case for recycling facilities 

for a 3 month trial period in the car park (the intention being to catch people from 

Totley and Beauchief who have no recycling facilities). Similar pilot schemes are being 

run in Graves Park, Endcliffe Park and at The Sportsman Pub in Lodge Moor. Mark Lowe 

is keen to engage with Veolia on a very small scale. Concerns regarding waste and its 

collection are understood and any problems would be addressed immediately. 

However, the council will be providing glass, cans and plastics bins for all households 

from April 2010. Alternative sites were suggested; problems with this scheme were 

discussed at length. It was strongly requested that the Friends’ opposition to the Car 

Park being used for a recycling facility be recognised by the council. JB thanked 

Annabel for her presentation. 

 The project list for 2010 was introduced with updates on Splash and the Fish Ladder. 

Issues of health and safety for contractors and signs to inform the public of works 

planned were discussed. 

 JB ran through the fundraising activities. 

 Mike Reynolds handed over a £500 cheque for signage for the Mill Buildings from the 

SW Community Assembly. Bob Pullin raised the issue of 3 main signs at the 

entrances/exits and suggested a single common font for signs in the park. Mike 

Reynolds suggested preparing a bid to fund signage from “uchoose”. 

 Skate Park: Pete Stow stated that £3,600, which must be spent on repairs, had been 

received. Bob Pullin criticized the consultation procedures. Sylvia  Dunkley asked that 

the FoMP should continue with the application for further funding. The consensus was 

that the application should go in. 

 Pete Stow ran through developments in the Sensory Garden and future plans for a 

wild flower meadow. 

 Pete Stow said that the bid for outdoor gym equipment was in the early stages.  Bob 

Pullin suggested a meeting with the Endcliffe Youth Provider Group regarding gym 

equipment. JB thanked Bob Pullin for his suggestion. 

 Dog survey : we are awaiting a response to the survey from the Council. 

 Child Protection/Safeguarding : discussion took place on the amendment to the 

Constitution. Bob Pullin disagreed with the policy which had been formulated with 

Sheffield City Child Protection officers; Sylvia Dunkley stated that the amendment must 

be accepted. It was proposed and accepted by the membership for inclusion into our 

Constitution 

 Richard Exel ran through the finances; the account summary was handed out and was 

discussed. Bob Pullin stated that there should be a subscription fee. As previous AGM’s 

had rejected charging for membership the suggestion was not accepted and JB thanked 

BP for his imput. 

Sylvia Dunkley summed up the meeting, commented that exciting things were happening and 
that this was down to a small group of people who were working extremely hard. She said 
that we owe a debt of gratitude to the executive members especially to Richard Exel for his 
bids and to John for keeping all informed. 
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Friends of Millhouses Park  
A Better Park for Everyone 

 
 

FoMP Group Objectives 
•  To provide facilities in Millhouses Park in the interests of social welfare, recreation 

and leisure time for the community of Millhouses and for the citizens of Sheffield and 
to improve the conditions and quality of life of those people who use the park, without 

discrimination or exclusion by sex, race, ability or age; 
•  To increase the enjoyment, relaxation and health of all those who use the facilities 

and to encourage greater use of the park as a public amenity; 
•  To stimulate the educational, physical, creative, imaginative, social and cognitive 

development of children and young people across a range of ages and abilities; 
•  To minimise the risk of accident, hazard or infection to users of the park. 

 
Membership Application 

Name/s ……………………………………………………………………. 
Address ………………………………………………………………….... 
Post Code ……………………………………………………………….... 
Telephone Number …………………………………………………..... 
e-mail address …………………………………………………………... 
Particular Interest .…………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Membership is free and without obligation 

Please return to The Café in the Park or http://friendsofmillhousespark.org/ 
 

Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 7h October 2010 Park Cafe 7.30 pm to 9.00 p.m. 
 

Agenda 7.30 to 8.00 
 

1. Welcome, Introductions and apologies for absence 
2. Declarations of interest 
3. Minutes of the last AGM & matters arising 
4. Secretary’s review of the work of the past year 
5. Annual Accounts 
6. Nominations* & Election of Honorary Officers (Chair, Secretary, Treasurer) 
7. Nominations* & Election of Executive Committee  
8. Special Events 
9. AOB 

Refreshments 8.00 
 

Courtesy of The Pudding Ladies 
 

The Next Year 8.10 to 9.00 
 

*Discussion of future activities and developments in the Park 2010/11 
 
 

*Nominations of Officers and Committee members or questions to be raised at the 
meeting should be sent to the Secretary by 3rd October 2010.   

 
http://friendsofmillhousespark.org/ 

http://www.facebook.com/millhousespark 

http://friendsofmillhousespark.org/
http://friendsofmillhousespark.org/
http://www.facebook.com/millhousespark

