
  

November 2012 | Friends of Millhouses Park Transport Initiative |  

 

Sustainable 
transport for 
south west 
Sheffield 
Congestion in South West 
 

Tram extension  
 

Contents 

Congestion in South West 1 

Air Quality  2 

Walking the Line 3 

Contacts  4 

Individual Highlights 

Quantifying Cost 2 

Cost Benefit Analysis 3 

Infrastructure 3 

Get Involved 4 

In the first issue of the newsletter we discussed general concerns about the congestion in 

south west Sheffield. As the transport initiative progresses we will need to look at specific 

issues in much greater detail. Underlying the discussion about congestion, the main 

themes will be-existing transport infrastructure and its use, the overall transport needs of 

the south west area, the geographical context with all its unique features, city, county 

and national transport planning, stakeholder power and engagement.  

However, for any improvements that need significant finance in the current economic 

climate, the case for positive economic impact and economic growth must be proven. 

This may seem an overly simplistic approach but it is a hurdle that must cleared 

successfully. The factors underlying the unmet transport needs in south west Sheffield 

are complex and a straightforward economic argument for improvements may not be 

obvious. This adds significant weight to the wider sustainability focused argument for 

transport infrastructure improvements.   

The south west area has traditionally been more affluent, but this does not mean that 

communities in this area are immune to changes in economic climate, or changes in 

government policy or to the environmental and social impact of poor transport 

infrastructure provision.     

 

  A trial of tram trains is to go ahead on the train rail out of Sheffield towards Rotherham. 

This trial is partly to smooth out any of the technical issues that may arise from running 

trams on traditional rail track.  

In addition to the financial provision for the electrification of the main line south out of 

Sheffield, there is probable finance available through other governmental routes for 

specific transport improvements. But there will probably be a lengthy process of 

competition and consultation before this is available 
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               Considering a cost analysis of tram 
               extension 

  

2 that air quality is considered in other 
planning contexts, especially where there 
is foresight and data available.  Although 
planning transport officers are involved in 
air quality management plans, this is not 
necessarily reciprocated by air quality 
planning inherent in significant transport 
infrastructure development.  
 
As already discussed in Septembers issue, 
air quality data is freely available on the 
EEQOL website.     
 

 
Fig 3 Air Quality graph 2012  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As discussed above, transport 
infrastructure must make sense, - by its 
function, by its geographic and modal 
connection and by how it facilitates 
economic sustainability. But it must also 
facilitate healthy communities.   

 
In recent developments, the planning 
permission by Sainsbury’s to develop 
their site near Abbeydale Road on 
Archer Road, has been refused on the 
basis of the effect on air quality of 
whole area. 
If the effects on air quality can be 
considered in this planning context, 
then it seems a reasonable expectation 

Quantifying cost/Utilities  

 

There is history of co-operation between utilities 

and railways where the utility companies have 

benefitted from the relatively secure but accessible 

infrastructure offered by rail networks.  

The cost of street laid tram track has been reduced 

(as above and right) theoretically by a scheme of 

works that minimizes disruption and engagement 

with utility services.  

However, ‘reserved track’ remains almost half the 

cost of the cheapest street laid option and could 

potentially lead to more efficient infrastructure 

organization. 

‘Abbeydale Green Corridor’, ‘Green and Open Spaces’ Initiative, ‘All the sites covered by 

SIMT including Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet’, Our new ‘Community Assemblies’ are 

trying to shape our future positively……..Friends of Porter Brook.2012   

 
Fig 2 Abbeydale Road 2012Saturday 2pm 
 

The provision of public transport can be 
seen above, struggling to deliver a 
meaningful service amongst the other road 
users. Two buses (both 97) following the 
same route have become trapped together 
in traffic, lengthening the gap between 
subsequent buses for the next customers.   

In Manchester during tram development, track laying costs which would 

normally have been £1.5 m per kilometre    with the type of track used, 

ended up costing over £5m more in addition due to the disruption of 

utilities diversion www.bathtram.org  www.lrta.org  

The most economical street laid track, as developed by a Liverpool 

University professor, is £0.5m per km (costs are reduced by 

improved/optimised practice with minimal disruption) 

‘Reserved track is kept clear of other users, it is very similar to railway 

track and high speeds can be achieved in safety. It makes life easy for 

tramway planners but is not as 'passenger friendly' as street track’   

www.bathtram.org    i .e. access 

‘Reserved track is usually laid with sleepers and is the cheapest form of 

tramway track to install, costing around £300,000 per kilometre’                       

                         ------------------------------------------------------------- 

In terms of cost, the reserved track is clearly beneficial. Passenger 

friendliness and accessibility issues are only relevant in each individual 

case. The tram extension in the south west would be aimed partly at 

reducing the number of cars on the roads through this area so there 

would a requirement to ensure there are no barriers to use  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bathtram.org/
http://www.lrta.org/
http://www.bathtram.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 

Walking the line 
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Fig 4 Beauchief bridge view towards city, single track through each arch  

Each issue of this transport initiative will discuss potential trams stops and the issues 

that may be relevant. 

BEAUCHIEF: 

The railway along the south west route has had 4 track beds and these remain. The 

bridges and arches along the route enable side by side running. But if the works planned 

for the electrification of the track use all of the available arches particularly at Beauchief 

for example, then that rules out the use of spare capacity on the track for a local tram to 

run. 

This is a crucial planning issue and foresight must prevail to ensure any future 

development.   

 The junction at Beauchief has historically been a significant intermodal linking point for 

trains, tram and road networks. It is particularly congested at peak times in its current 

state, with long tailbacks for right turning traffic. Just opening up this junction to 

another effective and efficient transport mode, could make vast improvements across 

the area. 

There is extensive space away from the junction for car parking. The flood plain does 

not lend itself to residential.   

There is significant activity in other planning areas –‘Abbeydale Green Corridor’ ‘Green 

and Open Spaces’- directly effecting and including this area that would be in harmony 

with and enhance the overall planning strategy for sustainable communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
     Fig 5 view towards Dore

 

Potential Tram Stops  

 

 

Please do comment on 

what would be the most 

effective tram stop for 

your area and what the 

barriers would be.   

Contact details below. 

 

-City 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 

Beauchief 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 
-Dore 



                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

                                                                                                YOU DECIDE 

 
  

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                          
Get involved 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Real democracy 
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This transport project is a big idea that is going to need a lot of support from all 

sections of the community. If you like the idea of a sea change in mobility and 

transport, a more joined up approach that includes all transport modes not just 

the car, then please join in and get involved. If you need more information, if you 

are not sure but fed up with limited options, if you love driving but are fed up 

with the lack of action on our unsustainable dependency on our cars, if you 

worry about how to cope with increasing fuel costs and what the alternatives 

may be…………..get involved.   

Contact info@friendsofmillhousespark.org  

Or telephone……………………………………………………………. 
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