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Friends of Millhouses Park  
A Better Park for Everyone 

 

2010 and The Friends Group 

  
Happy New Year  
  

As the New Year settles in and we dig ourselves out of the 
snow and ice, our progress and aspirations for 2010 to make 

Millhouses Park “A Better Place for Everyone" are outlined as 
follows. 
  

The management of the group is by an Executive team of 12 
people who are active on various projects. The whole 

membership is some 150 strong and growing. 
  
Individual members become involved in projects in which they have an interest and are 

supported by the group. We do not ask for subscriptions or any other commitment other 
than a request to attend the AGM to support those who are active. We have our own 

third party insurance for members involved in park activities. We also keep a watching 
brief on Beauchief Gardens and Hutcliffe Woods. 
  

The two major projects we have been very active on for the 
past few years are now in 

progress so 2010 is going 
to be exciting. The Fish 
Pass is turning into a great 

success and the group are 
involved in the planting on 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
30/31st March 2010 with 

the The Contractors River Stewardship Company and 

the planting sponsors Marks and Spencer’s. The original 
site has been transformed into a waterway that allows fish to bypass the two adjacent 

river weirs and allows fish to continue upstream. There will be new benches and an 
explanation board shortly. This project, resulting from collaboration between the Friends, 

the Environment Agency and Sheffield City Council is being nationally recognised for its 
excellence and the engineers have to be complimented  
 

Work is progressing well on the “SPLASH” project and is still on 
track for a spring opening. This will 

bring all sorts of waterplay back to 
the park, will be unique in the 
Region and is going to be a huge hit 

this summer but we will all have to 
wait to see the equipment that is 

being used – it promises to be 
exciting. The project is a partnership 

between The Friends of Millhouses Park and The Parks and 

Countryside section of the Council. 
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The Sensory Garden was built of local green oakand 
stocked last year by members of the Friends group 

with the help of councillors and park staff and was an 
immediate success – everything grew very quickly 
and on a warm summer day you could stand down-

wind and experience some wonderful scents. Many 
people have found 

a quiet refuge to 
experience the 
crushed herbs and 

more work will be 
taking place this spring; two new benches, a centre 

standing for the roses, wild flower planting on the 
approach and, eventually, an Arch. Sheffield Ranger 
Service has also been very helpful. It is now a far cry 

from the burnt out foundations of the old pavilion. 
 

 
One of the less attractive features of our park which has been exposed 

after recent snow, has been the problem associated with a small minority 
of dog owners who do not pick-up. At the request of infuriated 
responsible dog owners we have carried out a major survey of other 

owners to ascertain their views and the results were overwhelmingly in 
support of stronger sanctions for those who cause the problem. We are 

campaigning with the council to adopt a law which would impose a 
minimum £80 fine rather than the current 1960’s fine of a derisory £5. 
 

 
Another problem we have been tackling has been with cars 

driving dangerously in the main car park, motor bikes 
speeding across at busy times and dubious use in the 
evenings. Our members now lock the car park most 

evenings. In consultation with the community police teams 
there are now signs at the entrances warning that one 

consequence may be seizure of the vehicle. We have also 
run a successful campaign to stop a plan to use the car park 
as a large scale waste transfer station like those at the local 

supermarkets. The Parks Department are planning to tarmac a large pad at the bottom 
of the ramp where it is particularly prone to pot holes. 

 
We have raised funds to add concrete triangles to the sides 
of the main ram on the Skate Park as well as add some “kick 

boards” to the railings to stop board damage plus three new 
grind rails which will significantly improve things for the 

users. Our longer term aim is to provide a shell quarter pipe 
but that will probably be next year. We also have in our 
sights an adjacent “junior” skate park to take off some of the 

tensions at busy times and give a safe area for younger 
children to practice their tricks. 
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We are well advanced with our bid to provide outdoor 

gym equipment for the park, both in a central cluster and 
as part of a fitness circuit round the park. Detailed 

planning is underway. Professional help with the type and 
positioning of the equipment has been taken as well as 
consultations with those who use the park regularly use 

the park for fitness.  A funding source has been identified 
and we have help with the application. This equipment 

fits well with and complements the theme of the park as 
a “sports” park. 

 

 
Our biggest and boldest project has been to save the 

Mill Buildings from collapse and sale. This Corn Mill site 
dates back into the 1200’s and was in constant use up 
to the 1930’s when the council took it over as a depot. 

The small building is in need of urgent structural work 
and we are working on a bid to the Heritage Lottery to 

bring it back into a safe condition. The site has now 
been taken off the disposal list and we are working 

with the Council on its future re-use whilst preserving 
the aspect we currently have. Ultimately we want the 
buildings re-used but without losing the site for the people of Sheffield – it is our 

heritage. We are preparing a significant amount of educational material which will be 
linked to other local sites and used for local people 

and visitors to the park equally. Working in 
partnership with Sheffield City Council we are 
commissioning a feasibility study to examine ways 

to incorporate renewable energy technologies such 
as biomass heating, solar, heat pumps and micro-

hydro turbines in tandem with the Low Carbon 
Building Programme. There are two ways you 
might be able to help with this important project.  

First, the Mill finally closed just before WWII – we 
do not yet know the reasons for that but if anyone 

has any recollections or knowledge of its final 
years we should love to hear from them. Second the Friends will need a lot of help from 
professionals and most of all, funding, to achieve this important aim.   

 
 

One of our biggest needs is for a WEB site manager, to build an information and contacts 
page for the various park users at a minimum and an interactive site at its best so, with 
so much happening, can someone please stand up to the plate? There are several more 

projects that we are working on and we would welcome the opportunity to update Trio 
readers at a later date. If you think there is any way you could help please contact the 

Friends Secretary John Brighton on 07835 298456 or e-mail johnfbrighton@msn.com 
every member counts when it comes to applying for funds.  
 

 
 

 


